
Through almost clear, yet opaque glass 

Several people line up at a check-
out counter. A man holding a box of 
hemorrhoid cream turns around to 
scowl at televangelist Pat Robertson: 
“No, it’s not God’s punishment.” 

This Time Magazine cartoon takes 
off on Robertson’s shameless 
judgment that Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon suffered a stroke 
because, by the Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza, an attempt to end decades 
of conflict with the Palestinians, 
Sharon invited the wrath of God. 

God has enmity against those who 
divide his land, Robertson suggested, 
claiming to echo the Old Testament 
prophet Joel. 

Robertson so characterized God on 
his TV program that airs on the ABC 
Family cable network. Family? I’d be 
hard pressed to think of anything 
more harmful to tell children about 
God? Even the White House sharply 
criticized him. 

Over just the past six months, 
Robertson suggested also that 
American agents should assassinate 
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez; 
and he told residents of Dover, 
Pennsylvania, that God has turned his 
back on them because they voted out 
the school board members who 
advocated the teaching of “intelligent 
design” as an alternative to the theory 
of evolution. “If there is a disaster in 
your area,” he said to the citizens of 
Dover, “don’t turn to God. You just 
rejected him from your city.” 

A conclusion, Mark Twain is said 
to have said, is the place where 
someone got tired of thinking. 

With Mark Twain in mind, I’d like 
to ignore Pat Robertson, but I can’t. 
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He speaks as though he has an 
inside track on God’s word and God’s 
character. I could ignore that, simply 
shaking my head and blessing Mark 
Twain. 

But Robertson is a newsmaker. His 
arrogant declarations reinforce a 
stereotype of “Christian” that is painful 
to me. Many good and otherwise 
intelligent people, though they may 
dismiss him, accept the stereotype 
uncritically. I’m embarrassed to be 
broadly brushed into it. 

Then, there are those who do trust 
what he says. He does them harm. I am 
at times angry, at times sad around that. 

If you have ever driven along 
Wyandotte Street in south Bethlehem, 
you may know the building flanked 
by the Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity and New Bethany Ministries. 
You may have looked through the 
clear glass front door of Diocesan 
House, home base for Bishop Paul 
Marshall and his Diocese of 
Bethlehem staff. Stopped in traffic 
there, you may have seen a lovely 
window: nine panels of thick, 
sculptured stained glass set in concrete 
on the back wall of an open chapel. 

The window was designed by 
Gabriel Loire for an Episcopal 
orphanage near Lebanon. When the 
orphanage was closed and the 
property sold, the proceeds were put 
in trust and the window in storage 
until Diocesan House was 
constructed in 1984. The trust 
became the Talbot Hall Fund which 
has for many years awarded grants 
to a great variety of ministries that 
serve disadvantaged children 
throughout the Diocese of 
Bethlehem. 

Over the past 20 years, the window 
has been for me a launching pad 
beyond the confines of human 
certainty. I’d love to show it to you if 
you come by. 

Recently enjoying the window’s 
subtle and restful shades of many 
colors and shapes, I saw as though 
for the first time small pieces of 
almost clear yet opaque glass. Not 
immediately evident, those few 
pieces make up probably less than 
one percent of the window. 

They suggest to me how little we 
know about God, far too little to jump 
to arrogant conclusions. Precious 
little – each word is crucial. We look 
through almost clear yet opaque 
glass… through a glass darkly. 
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